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» They vere sin-

14 ysars old

cere and honest pecple; interviews with them convinced Bandersom of their

good faith.

Dr. Sanferson’s investigation im West Virginis began vhen Xea Pundy, editor

of Trus Magezine, got in touch with him through Johm Dubesrry and sent him
They found that the "monster” had been seen in

the Flatwocds Mountein area, by a wvoman beautician, a 17-year-old National

a clipping sbout & glowing monster 12 feot tall, with bloodered syes, re-
ported from West Virginis. Sanderson, with his sssistent B4 Schosnesberger,

wvent down there to investigste for the North Americen Newspeaper Alliance.
When they arrived they got in touch with the editor of the Braxton Rspbull-

can, & loeal newspaper.
Cuerdemen, and several children, from 5 to

It passad

The sighting itself cccurred on the evening of September 12, 1952.

ber of children were playiag foothall in a fisld in & bowl-sheped walley

surrounded by the Flatwoods Mountains, when & luminous red pear-sheped

object flew overhead, blunter end forward, just above the hills.

the crest of a nearty hill snd sank slowly behind the ridge; it remained
boys could see a red, pulsing light.

The boys atoppsd their geme and began elimbing the hill to iavestigate. On

there, for

overpowering steach invaded the avea, and a mist floated on the sigpes and
in the flelds. Aheed of them sbout forty paces or so they saw the object,
regting on & slope ead giving off a light deseribed by one boy es "like a



neon sign" - not hot. The mist seesnd to come from the object. A ceollie dog |.
that had followed them up the hill dashed into the mist, turned, howlin;, in wmid- “
alr, ani streaked buck down thes hill; he was later fourd dead.

Then & lh-ysar-old boy, flsehing his light sbout, thought he savw the eyes of &
racoon shining in an cak tree shead of them and sabove them, on tha crest of the

ridge. They suvddenly became awere of a large "figure,” with its head Just unier
ths branches of the cak, 10 or 12 fiset sbove the ground. Pale blue beams wers
shining £rom what scemed to be a lens in this "head"; this lens ssemed to be

blood-red. The "figure" seemsd to float in the air; bushes in fromnt of the lowe
portion of the figure obscured any detall in the lower part. . q

L

Buddenly the blus besms twmed toward the people, end the figure sesamed to be
floating toward them. Hysterical, they flad. On the way the Guardsmsn
his flashlight, and vhen he stooped to pick it wp his face was ia the mist (vhich \

wne described by the witnesees as haviag an overpowvering, hideous, exesssively

gveot emell of molten metal - “fire and brimstons”). He bocams vielemtly 11l snd
vosited, and the others had to drag him back down the hill %o the house. He weas
sick for saveral deys, but this was due in part to shock. The police were sum-
moned immediately sud a posse was formed to go wp the hill and iavestipate, but
they returned saying that they had seen the mist end smelled the foul odor, but
had seen nothing else. By that tims it was too dark to mske out anything clearly
Sandarson mode a thorough investignticn, and interviewed ths witaesses extensive-
ly. EHe discovered that there had been dozens of visual sightings of the pulsing
rof object, and was developing a fever trying to plot its cowrse, until he de-
duced that there must have besen at least five objects, all observed within the
camp gemeral area. Oune object flev ahesd and was tracked all the way to Texss.
Another crashed inte a hillside and was thought to be & fleming plans, though
no plane was reported lost or dammged in the ares. Another report was of a fire-
ball bursting in the air, and s second crash was reported on a farm owned by two
of a hill on thelir

crippled brothers. Something had failed to clear the top
was
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Dr. Banfderson belisves that the devices entexed a thick layer
smog, froz industrial plants somewhere in the gensral ares.
affectod the opurating parts of the objests, causing them
to explods. The alr was also slien to the respirsatory systems of their occu~
pants, and caused them to black out, loss comtrol, and dlssclve. Both the saucer
and its occupant, he believes, dissppeared such in the same manner that a disk
of camphor will evsporate if left standing out in the open air.
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neon sign" - not hot. The mist seaired to coms from the object. A collie dog
that had followed them up the hill dashed into the mist, turned, howling, in mid-
alr, end streaked back down the hill; he wae later found dead.

Then a lli-ysar-old boy, flashing his light sbout, thought he saw the eyes of o
raccon shining in an ocak tree shead of them and above them, on th: crest of the
ridzs. They suddenly became avare of a large "figure,” with its 2ead Just unier
the branches of the oak, 10 or 12 feet cbove tha ground. Pale blue beams wer:
shining from what seemed t0 be a lens in this "head"; this lens szemed to be
blood-red. The "figure" seemed to float in the air; bushes in front of the lower
portion of the figure obscured any detall in the lower part.

Buddanly the blue beams twxmed toward the people, and the figure seemed to be
flonting toward them. Hysterical, they flad. On the way the Guardsssn dropped
his flashlight, and when he stooped to pick it up his face was in the mist (which
wes described by the witnesses as haviny an overpovering, hidsous, excessively
sweet smell of molten metal - “fire and brimstone”). He becams vielently i1l and
vosited, and the others had to drag him back down the hill to the house. He was
sick for several days, but this was due

moned immediately snd a posse was formed to go up the hill and iavestigate, but
they returned saying that they bad seen the mist and smelled the foul odor, but
bad seen nothing else. By that tim: it was

Sandarson made a thorouwgh investipation, and in
ly. He discovered that there had been dozens of visual sightings of the pulsing
to
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no plane was reported lost or dammged in the ares. Another report was of a fire-
bell bursting in the air;, and s second crash was reported on a farm owned by two
crippled brothers. Something had failed to clear the top of a hill on their
property, and bad crashed on the top. Finally, there was

with the "momster."” All the reports came at the same time, just after sunset.

Dr. Sanfderson believes that the devices entered & thick layer of carbon monoxide
smog, from industrial plants somewhare in the general area. The polluted air
affectod the operating parts of the objects; causing them to crash, to land, or
to explode. The air vas also alien to the respiratory systems of their occu-
pants, and caused them to black out, loss control, and dissoclve.
and its occupant, he believes, dissppeared such in the same manner that a diax
of camphor will evaporate if left standing out in the opem air.
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